
Spiritual Director: Fr. Bernie Owens, SJ 
Tour coordinator: Mr. Giorgio Abate 

16 DAYS PILGRIMAGE 
 FRANCE AND SPAIN SHRINES 

Annecy - Ars sur Formans - Paray le Monial - Cluny - Nevers - Lourdes 
Loyola - Avila - Toledo - Zaragoza - Montserrat - Manresa - Barcelona 

 

June 16 - July 1, 2020 
$ 4685.00 per person from Detroit 

 
Includes: Roundtrip flight from Detroit,  

First class hotels, Double occupancy,  
Transfers by air-conditioned bus,  

Breakfast and dinner daily, 4 lunches in Spain,  
Daily sightseeing, Entrance fees, H24 Tour Manager,  

Local guides, Fuel surcharge (subject to change)

Faith Journeys

FIDE 
Tra ve l



DAY 1 (JUNE 16) 
Take our overnight flight to Geneva. Our meal will be 
served on board. 
 
DAY 2 (JUNE 17) 
GENEVA / ANNECY  
Arrival in Geneva. We meet our Tour Manager and take 
the bus to Annecy (1 hour drive), tour the Town and have 
mass where the remains of Francis de Sales and Jane 
Frances de Chantal are kept. Time to walk around the 
beautiful lake there and the quaint town of Annecy. 
Dinner and overnight in Annecy. 
 
DAY 3 (JUNE 18) 
ANNECY / ARS-SUR-FORMANS /  
PARAY-LE-MONIAL  
After breakfast, we drive to Ars sur Formans (2 hours/15 ms 
drive), made famous by St. John Vianney. Have mass at 
the church there. Lunch, then leave for Paray-le-Monial (2 
hours drive). Dinner and overnight in Paray. 
 
DAY 4 (JUNE 19) 
PARAY-LE-MONIAL  
We will spend the whole day in Paray, on this great feast 
day of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and have mass for our 
group sometime in the morning (9 or 10 AM hopefully, 11 
AM  if necessary) in the church immediately next to the grill 
of the cloister where St. Margaret Mary Alacoque partici-
pated at mass each morning and had the famous visions 
of Jesus and His Heart afire for us all. We tour the small city 
of Paray and in the afternoon will share in a procession of 
the Eucharist that goes into the cloister of the sisters at the 
convent of the Visitation. Dinner and overnight in Paray. 
 
DAY 5 (JUNE 20) 
PARAY-LE-MONIAL / CLUNY / TAIZÉ / CLUNY  
Breakfast and mass at the Jesuit church (9.00 am). Then we 
drive to Cluny (1 hour drive) and tour it, have lunch on our 
own there, then we move to Taizé (15 ms drive) for an early 
dinner and their Saturday evening Vespers service. Transfer 
to Cluny (15 ms drive) late evening. Overnight in Cluny. 
 

DAY 6 (JUNE 21) 
CLUNY / TAIZÉ / NEVERS  
After an early breakfast, we return to Taizé to join the two 
or three thousand pilgrims who will come for Sunday 
mass (9 or 10 am). After mass, we lunch on the way to 
Nevers (3 hours drive) to view, in a convent, the incorrupt 
body of St. Bernadette Soubirous. In the afternoon we 
move to Limoges (3 hours/30 ms drive) for our dinner and 
overnight. 

 
DAY 7 (JUNE 22) 
LIMOGES / LOURDES  
After an early breakfast we depart to Lourdes. After about 
3 hours drive we stop for our Mass at Montauban or Tou-
louse Cathedral. Free lunch. Then in less than 3 hours drive 
we arrive at Lourdes for dinner and overnight. 
 
DAY 8 (JUNE 23) 
LOURDES  
Early breakfast. Mass at the famous Grotto at the shrine 
in Lourdes. After mass we make the Stations of the Cross 
on the grounds of the shrine, then take time to visit the 
baths, shop in the town of Lourdes, lunch on our own, 
then participate in the procession of the Sick at 5.00 pm. 
Dinner at hotel, then rosary procession. Overnight in 
Lourdes. 
 

INVITATION TO OUR PILGRIMAGE 
Greetings to All. 
My name is Fr. Bernie Owens. I am a Catholic priest and member of the Jesuit 
religious order. I invite you to join me and others on a pilgrimage to parts of 
France and Spain next June 16-July 1, 2020.  
We will visit and pray at places that embody the most important aspects of 
the spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola: the Trinitarian God, Jesus, and Mary, 
the mother of Jesus. 
In France we will visit Cluny, Taize, Ars, Annecy, Nevers and on the feast day 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Paray-le-Monial, where the devotion greatly de-
veloped. After traveling through beautiful mountainous scenery we will spend 
two days at beautiful Lourdes.  
After crossing the Pyrennes mountains into Spain we will visit Loyola where 
Ignatius was born and years later began his conversion; then two places 
made famous by contemporaries of St. Ignatius: Avila, where Teresa of Avila 
lived; and Toledo, where St. John of the Cross suffered so much into his awe-

some poetry. We will also visit the most famous statue of Mary in Spain, Our Lady of the Pillar, in Zara-
gossa. Then on to the famous Benedictine monastery on the rugged mountain, Montserrat. Finally, on 
to Manresa where Ignatius composed his Exercises and to Barcelona to see the unique building, Sa-
grada Familia (Holy Family), which depicts in stone the entire Bible. 
We will have mass every day, great meals and sights to enjoy. My great friend and highly regarded 
guide, Mr. Giorgio Abate, will guide us. His Catholic faith, humor, music, and singing are wonderful ad-
ditions. Please join me for these two spiritually profound weeks. 

FR. BERNIE OWENS TOUR



DAY 9 (JUNE 24) 
LOURDES 
Breakfast. Mass for our group, sometime that morning if 
possible, in the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception of 
Mother Mary. Afternoon spent going to confession for 
those who wish and making the tour in Lourdes where 
Bernadette’s family lived, worked, and barely survived. 
Another opportunity to participate in the 5:00 pm Benedic-
tion and prayer for the sick. Dinner at hotel and rosary pro-
cession. Overnight in Lourdes. 
 
DAY 10 (JUNE 25) 
LOURDES - LOYOLA 
Breakfast. Transfer to Loyola, Spain (3 hours drive). Upon 
arrival have mass in the upper room of the castle where St. 
Ignatius of Loyola experienced the beginnings of his con-
version to God. Tour the beautiful basilica honoring St. Ig-
natius and the town. Dinner and overnight in Loyola. 
 
DAY 11 (JUNE 26) 
LOYOLA - AVILA 
Breakfast. Transfer to Avila (5 hours drive). Lunch on the 
way. In Avila, guided tour in the area of St Teresa of Avila’s 
convent. Mass. Dinner and overnight in Avila. 
 
DAY 12 (JUNE 27) 
AVILA – TOLEDO 
Early breakfast. Depart for Toledo (2 hours drive) where 
St. John of the Cross was imprisoned and suffered so. Tour 
this fortress city, its famous cathedral, mass and lunch at 
the El Parador restaurant, then travel toward Zaragoza (4 
hours/30 ms drive). Late arrival in Zaragoza for dinner and 
overnight. 

 
DAY 13 (JUNE 28) 
ZARAGOZA - MONTSERRAT 
Breakfast. Guided visit of the magnificent Basilica del Pilar, 
where the Virgin Mary came personally to meet St. James, 
giving to him a marble pillar to be used as the first stone for 
a sanctuary. This pillar, on which is a statue of Mother Mary, 
may be seen today in the church and is venerated by thou-
sand of pilgrims. Then guided visit to La Seo Cathedral (San 
Salvador Cathedral of Zaragoza). Mass. After lunch we go 
to Montserrat (3 hours/30 ms drive) for dinner and overnight. 

 

DAY 14 (JUNE 29) 
MONTSERRAT - BARCELONA 
Breakfast. Guided tour of Montserrat and visit to the statue 
of the Black Madonna and Child where St. Ignatius laid 
down his sword and gave himself to God forever. Mass. 
After lunch we move to Manresa and visit the cave where 
St. Ignatius spent 7 months composing his famous Spiri-
tual Exercises. In late afternoon leave for Barcelona (1 
hour/30 ms drive). Dinner and overnight in Barcelona. 

 
DAY 15 (JUNE 30) 
BARCELONA 
Breakfast. Guided tour and Mass at the Sagrada Familia 
basilica. Free time. Dinner and overnight in Barcelona. 
 
DAY 16 (JULY 1) 
DEPARTURE 
After breakfast, transfer to the airport to board the flight 
home. 
 
Where we stay: 
ANNECY: Best Western Hotel International, 3***S 
PARAY-LE-MONIAL: Hotel de la Basilique, 3***S 
CLUNY AREA: Novotel Macon Nord, 4**** 
LIMOGES: Hotel Mercure Limoges Royal, 4**** 
LOURDES: Hotel Astoria Vatican, 3***S  
LOYOLA: (Cestona) - Balneario de Cestona, 3*** 
AVILA: Palacio de los Velada. 4* 
TOLEDO: Hotel Alfonso VI. 4* 
ZARAGOZA: Hotel Don Yo. 4* 
MONTSERRAT: Hotel Abat Cisneros, 3* 
BARCELONA: Hotel 505, 4* 
OR SIMILAR 
 
Included: 
- Transfers as per itinerary 
- De Luxe air-conditioned motorcoach 
- Road taxes, parking fees and special permissions  

to enter the cities where necessary 
- Accommodation on double occupancy  

(single supplement) 
- All the accommodation city taxes in hotel 
- Tour Escort h24 from arrival to departure 
- Half board, with breakfast and dinner daily 
- Water and soft drinks included in Spain 
- 4 lunches included in Spain 
- Local English speaking local guides in Loyola, Avila,  

Zaragoza, Montserrat, Barcelona, Lourdes 
- Entrance fees 
- Daily Mass and spiritual activities 
 
Not included: 
- Tips 
- Personal expenses 
- Private insurance



INCLUDED IN TOUR PRICE 
Ground transportation throughout the tour will be by air-con-
ditioned motorcoach; porterage of one suitcase; first class hotel ac-
commodations (4* to 3S* according to destinations) based on 
double occupancy; city taxes accommodation in hotels; breakfast 
and dinner daily, 4 lunches in Spain; admission to all sites and sight-
seeing as outlined in the tour itinerary; service of a licensed English-
speaking Tour Escort from the arrival to the departure; services of 
licensed English-speaking tour guides in some destinations. FideT-
ravel reserves the right to vary itineraries and prices, and to substi-
tute facilities and hotels of equal or better quality if necessary. 
NOT INCLUDED IN TOUR PRICE 
(1) Optional Travel Insurance Protection Plan. We strongly sug-
gests purchasing an optional travel insurance plan which can 
provide a number of benefits including coverage for Trip cancel-
lation / interruption, baggage and Medical Emergencies. (AXA, 
Travelex, Allianz, etc ). Be sure to check with your health insurance 
provider, as many US medical coverage plans may not cover you 
outside of the country. 
(2) Miscellaneous fees such as individual transfers, passports, laun-
dry, meal beverages, excess baggage, and other items of personal 
nature. 
(3) $ 10,00 p/day ($ 160.00) to be paid cash on arrival to the Tour 
Manager for tipping Tour Guides, porters, waiters and drivers 
throughout the tour. No extra tips are required.  
ACCOMMODATIONS 
Price is based on double occupancy. Single rooms will be ar-
ranged for the additional supplement of $ 750.00. Single rooms are 
limited and will be awarded on a first come first serve basis and 
they are normally smaller than doubles. FideTravel will endeavor 
to match roommates but will not guarantee this.  
MEALS 
A list of food allergies must be emailed to info@fidetravel.com at 
the time of reservation for the hotel meal changes, but in case the 
hotel is unable to accommodate, passengers are responsible for all 
meals. Unused meals will not be reimbursed. 
BAGGAGE 
All passengers are allowed to one piece of checked luggage and 
one carry-on. Prior to departure the passengers have to check with 
the airline for updated information of weight and dimension of 
their luggage. 
AIR TICKETS 
They are all non-refundable, non-transferable and can’t be used 
for future travels. Airfares are based on prices effective on Novem-
ber 2019 and may change without notice. 
PASSPORT and VISA 
All U.S. citizens are required to have a valid passport, with an ex-
piration date of no less than six months from the date of return. 
U.S citizens do not need a visa to enter Europe. 
TOUR PRICES 
Prices are based on the exchange rate between Euro/US$ in effect 
at November 2019 and they are subject to change. Should the value 
of the US$ drop significantly, the prices will be adjusted accord-
ingly. All efforts will be made not to alter prices, but should there 
be a need, FideTravel reserves the right to communicate the 
amount at the time of final payment. The participant hereby 
agrees to an automatic adjustment on the price due to a variation 
of either of these conditions with a maximum of 5% of the total 
price. Written approval by the participant will be requested only 
in case of a greater increase. Prices are based on a minimum of 
20 participants. 
PAYMENT: 
(1) a $ 500,00 deposit is required with registration. The deposit is 
non-refundable. 
At the time of registration passengers may process the payment 
of deposit by credit card or money transfer using the section "Pay-
ments" in our website www.fidetravel.com.  
(2) Balance of fees is due no later than 60 days prior to departure 
using the same section "Payments" in our website and must be 
paid only through money transfer, not by credit card.  

Passengers who want to pay the balance with credit card will add 
a 3% commission on the amount of the transaction. 
CANCELLATION FEES 
50 % of total tour cost 59-30 Days prior to departure  
100% of total tour cost 29-0 Days prior to departure  
On or after day of departure, no refund for any service not used. All 
cancellations must be received in writing by mail to our office. Re-
funds for payments made by credit card are subject to an addi-
tional 3.0% fee. Cancellation by Group Leaders or Spiritual Directors 
will not be grounds for cancellation by participant.  
TRAVELERS WHO NEED SPECIAL ASSISTANCE ON TOUR 
You must report to FideTravel any disability requiring special at-
tention while on tour at the time the reservation is made. FideTravel 
will make reasonable attempts to accommodate the special needs 
of disabled travelers, but is not responsible in the event it is unable 
to do so nor responsible for any denial of services by air carriers, 
hotels, restaurants, or other independent suppliers. FideTravel can-
not provide individual assistance to a tour participant for walking, 
dining, getting on and off coaches and other vehicles, or other per-
sonal needs. A qualified and physically able companion must ac-
company travelers who need such assistance. If we are not 
notified at time of reservation of any disability requiring special at-
tention, we reserve the right to cancel your booking or terminate 
your tour if your special needs or disabilities are not suitable for the 
vacation, are incompatible with other travelers, or if you are not 
traveling with a companion who provides all the assistance you 
require. FideTravel will not refund or cover any costs or expenses 
incurred for cancellation, booking, or termination of the vacation. 
Cancellation penalties, as above, apply. Not all sightseeing 
stops/sites accommodate wheelchairs, and some locations and 
sightseeing activities require extensive standing, sitting, or walking, 
sometimes on unpaved or cobblestone streets. FideTravel will not 
refund or cover any cost or expense incurred for any missed activ-
ities due to a participant’s inability to fully participate with the 
group. All transportation services, including the touring coaches, 
are not equipped with wheelchair ramps. Motorized scooters and 
motorized wheelchairs are not suitable for international travel and 
are not permitted on FideTravel tours. 
RESPONSIBILITY 
These tour programs are operated by FideTravel in common with 
other companies. FideTravel acts only as an agent for transpor-
tation, sightseeing and accommodations through independent 
contracts. Air carriers, accommodations, and other suppliers (in-
cluding but not limited to trains, cruises, ferries, motorcoaches, ho-
tels, tour guides and restaurants) providing services are 
independent contractors and are not agents, employees or affili-
ates. The passenger agrees that our Company assumes no liabil-
ity for injury, death, damage, loss, accident, delay or irregularity 
which may occur by reason of any negligent or willful act or 
omission of any suppliers of service. FideTravel is not responsible 
for any losses or damages of personal property, injuries, thefts or 
unforeseen expenses incurred by any tour member. We reserve 
the right to refuse or revoke travel to anyone who is, in the sole 
judgment of our Company, incapable of group travel without 
causing undue demands upon the staff or other tour participants. 
Similarly, without limiting the foregoing, passenger agrees to 
hold our Company harmless for any defect in any vehicle, plane, 
boat, bus, car, van or other vehicle, act of war or insurrection, ter-
rorist activity, revolt or other civil uprising, military action, strikes 
or labor unrest or for any other act of any third party. Our Com-
pany does not accept responsibility for losses or additional ex-
penses due to delay or changes in air schedules, hotel 
overbookings or other hotel related problems or other causes. It 
is agreed by and between the passenger and our Company that 
all disputes and matters whatsoever arising under, or in connec-
tion with or incident to the responsibilities of our Company shall 
be litigated in and before a court located in Rome, to the exclusion 
of the courts of any other state or country. Italian law will be ap-
plicable to any dispute which arises out of/or concerns this de-
scription or your tour.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

MEMBER
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Via Conca d’Oro 289 
00141 Rome – Italy

mail: info@fidetravel.com 
web: www.fidetravel.com


